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Teacher Observation Assignment
Part 1: The Pre-Observation Meeting 
Name of Teacher Observed: Mrs. Charlotte Koreska 
School of the Observed Teacher [Please Insert the name of the school that you wish]
Grade Level: 12th 
Subject Observed: American History—The Declaration of Independence 
Date of the Meeting: June 12, 2019
Length of the Meeting: 40 Minutes 
	Having been permitted by Mrs. Koreska to attend one of her lessons, I seized the opportunity to talk to her about what aspects I will be interested in observing. We agreed that I would observe the classroom arrangement, her movements through the lesson, the types of questions that she would ask during the lesson, the type of activities that she would engage in during the time, and the levels of engagement of the students. Before we moved to the lesson, which began at  10: 30 AM, Mrs. Koreska told me that her typical day begins at home before proceeding to her school. I observed her collect as much material that she would need while teaching as possible. I carried her lesson plans, a few textbooks, her laptop, a few pens, a diary, and other items that she indicated were very important for her day. 
	The teacher talked to me about some of the students in her class who have learning issues. She indicated that that she always has to pay special attention to two students in her class who need special attention because they do not learn at the same pace as the rest of the class of about twenty. She prepared her student activity sheet and ensured that she included extra material that would cater for the needs of the special learners. She always checked her email through her smartphone to know if there was anything new from her administrator. When we arrived at the classroom, she spent close to five minutes organizing her material and ensuring that she would be ready before the students arrive. She pulled out all her material and place them strategically so that she would reach them easily when needed. She also inspected the chairs and tables in her class to ensure that they were properly arranged and labelled as she wanted. She also ensured that the board in the classroom was cleaned and that she had enough pens with which she would use to write. 
She tested the projector to see if it was working and went back to her desk. She put her laptop on and checked it to ensure that it worked properly and after connecting to the WIFI, she informed me that she was searching for material that would supplement her teaching and learning of the students. She pulled some drawers to collect what she referred to as the primary source, which would be used for the primary source activity, and allowed me to look at the handwritten declaration of independence in addition to the primary source material that she had prepared earlier. The document contained different types of questions that were designed to make the students understand some critical elements of the primary source and form the foundation for teaching the topic of the day. The questions ranged from simple and more obvious ones to those that would require deeper thought from the students. She moved back to the classroom just as the students were streaming in. 
	

Part II: Lesson Plan and Seating Chart
Name of Teacher Observed: Mrs. Charlotte Koreska 
School of the Observed Teacher [Please Insert the name of the school that you wish]
Grade Level: 12th 
Subject Observed: American History—The Declaration of Independence 
Date of the Meeting: June 12, 2019
Length of the Meeting: 60 Minutes 
At the lesson, the teacher greeted the students and welcomed them to her class. She then asked if everyone was present and after the students agreed, she straightaway introduced her topic. The classroom was neatly arranged and it contained four tables each with five students. The tables were placed at each corner of the classroom, which left sufficient space for the teacher to move in between the groups that she had labelled 1, 2, 3, and 4 respectively. She stood in front of the classroom she greeted the students and introduced me to the students and explained the reason why I was in their class on that day. She did not require the students to say their names, but they welcomed me to the class before assigning me a specific sitting position from where I could observe all activities in the classroom as well as the teacher. 
The lesson plan the teacher introduced the topic of the lesson and quickly provided them with an overall picture of what they should expect through the course of the lesson development. She issued the primary source material, which were copies of the declaration of independence document and the primary source activity worksheet. She then asked the students a welcoming question about the year in which the US became independent and the concept of the declaration of independence. The processes lasted only five minutes after which she asked them to study the primary source and fill the questions in the activity sheet. The students then had a chance of conversing with each other as they tried to fill the questions. The process lasted ten minutes after which she took charge again this time asking the class to present answers to the specific questions. She kept an interactive approach to teaching in which she preferred students to lead the way. The session lasted 30 minutes after which she conducted an oral assessment of the levels of understanding to the content covered for 5 minutes. She spent the next 5 minutes issuing out assignments and the remaining five with the special students. 
Part III: Post-observation 
Date: 12 June, 2019
Time: 11:30 AM
Duration: 20 minutes 
	During the post-observation stage, I began by praising some of the aspects that I felt Mrs. Koreska had done effectively. For instance, I told her that I liked the manner in which he drew the attention of the students to the topic of the day. I also said that I enjoyed the way the teacher transited from leading the class to allowing the students to brainstorm ideas about the topic of the day. While it would have been difficult for the students to understand some facts about the declaration of independence, the students enjoyed every aspect because the teacher maintained an interactive approach to teaching. The type of questions, as I told her, promoted a spirit of curiosity for the students to fact-find, brainstorm, and interact with the primary source document. While acknowledging my praises to her approach of teaching and lesson management, I probed her about some aspects of the lesson. Precisely, I wanted to know how Mrs. Koreska managed her class seamlessly as she did on that day and if it was her routine for other lessons. As I found out, she attaches the highest significance to her lesson planning. She indicated that she spends a great deal of her time thinking about the next lesson and what she will need to do ensure that her lessons are effectively delivered. Planning for a lesson, as I found out, is supposed to be detailed during which the teacher should consider different aspects of the lesson and predict some of the challenges that they are likely to face. I also asked about the time that the teacher spends with the special learners in her class, and she reported that she always has follow-up programs on them and that she does not always end from the classroom. While showing me some of the graded assignments, Mrs. Koreska indicated that she takes a great deal of her time on the assignments because her class is manageable. 
	I feel that the teacher needs to stick to her non-direct and collaborative approach to teaching and managing her lessons. I found out that her classes are very lively because she cultivates the spirit of curiosity among the students through her questioning style and the manner in which she gets her students to think about the course material and the different aspects of the topic of discussion. I enjoyed the entire observation because I feel the teacher did everything on-point. 
